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Mississippi’s Perspective 

 UCEED 

The University of Southern 
Mississippi Institute for 
Disability Studies (IDS)  

 Agency Locations 
 Main Office - Hattiesburg, MS 

 Satellite offices – Jackson, MS and Long Beach, MS  

 

 



Mississippi Home of Your Own 

 IDS beginning in Housing 

 1997 HOYO created  

 Had available funding of $50k for staffing, 
small grant to establish a HOYO coalition 
from University of New Hampshire to 
address housing needs in Mississippi 
assistance and $50k of recaptured grants 
for client down payment assistance up to 
10K 

 Had only one participating lender 

 

 



Mississippi Home of Your Own 

 HOYO Major Assets 

 “Mother” of HOYO; Associate Director with 
a “Housing Vision”; HOYO “Champion”  

 Buy-in from state finance agency and state 
economic development agency 

 Provided education on no asset penalty 
from SSI and grant not considered income 

 Messages from HUD 

 



FAIR HOUSING FOR  
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

 

“IT IS CRITICAL THAT PERSONS 

 WITH DISABILITIES AND THEIR 

 HOUSING NEEDS BE FULLY  

 CONSIDERED IN EVERY 

JURISDICTION WE SERVE” 
         

      (HUD Secretary Cuomo, 1999) 



FAIR HOUSING FOR  
PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES 

HUD FY2004 POLICY PRIORITY  

“TOO OFTEN, PERSONS WITH 
DISABILITIES AND THEIR FAMILIES 

ARE SHUT OUT OF THE HOUSING 

MARKET THROUGH NO FAULT OF THEIR 
OWN.” 

 

(HUD’S OFFICE OF THE ASST SECRETARY FOR 

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT)  



Disability in Mississippi 

MS US Median 

Prevalence – All ages – MS 5th in nation 16.3% 12.1% 

Prevalence – ages 21 to 64 (working age) 15.6% 10.5% 

Employment 29.2% 33.4% 

Annual earnings $30,500 $35,600 

Poverty rate 
 
SSI income received for working age 
 

31.3% 
 

23.3% 

27.8% 
 

19.6% 
 

2011 Disability Status Report, Cornell University 



HOME OF YOUR OWN ACTIVITIES TO 
ACHIEVE HOUSING MISSION 

 IDENTIFY HOUSING NEEDS OF POTENTIAL 
CLIENTS IN COMMUNITIES WE SERVED. 

 PROMOTE COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND 
HOUSING EDUCATION. 

 DEVELOP ON-GOING RELATIONSHIPS WITH 
NON-PROFITS AND OTHER COMMUNITY 
AGENCIES. 

 WORK WITH PARTNERS LIKE HUD, STATE 
AGENCIES, AND LENDERS LIKE USDA RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT IN PROMOTING MAKE HOME 
OWNERSHIP A REALITY. 



     IDS Home of Your Own 

Building Assets with Homeownership  

 Down Payment 
Assistance grants up to 
$15,000 each 

 Free Homebuyer 
Education Classes 

 One on one counseling 

 Person-centered planning 

 Referrals to resources  

 

             



         IDS Home of Your Own        
  Qualifications 

 Households that have a member with a 
disability, including developmental 
disability  

 Income adequate to make monthly 
mortgage payment on a home 

 Low income Mississippi resident 
purchasing primary residence  

 Good credit report, adequate savings, 
and lender approval for the mortgage 



    THE HOME OWNERSHIP  
                 PROCESS 

1)    BEGIN SAVING FOR DOWN PAYMENT/ 

        CLOSING COSTS/UPFRONT COSTS 

2) PERSON-CENTERED-PLANNING  

3) ATTEND HOME BUYER EDUCATION 

4)    PRE-QUALIFICATION BY LENDER 

5) HOME SELECTION/CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS/DOWN 
PAYMENT ASSISTANCE 

6) PROPERTY INSPECTION/APPRAISAL 

7) PURCHASE HOME 

8) POST-PURCHASE HOME RETROFIT (IF NEEDED) 

9) POST-PURCHASE FOLLOW-UP, AS NEEDED 





     IDS Home of Your Own 
      Client Purchase Profile 

Building Assets with Homeownership  

 SSI - $794.00 

 Loan Amount: $71,248  

 Subsidies: USDA monthly 

 (one time)IDS $15k  

 Sales price: $86,248K 

 Appraised value: $99K  

 Monthly payment - 
$335.14 

 

             



Forging Housing Partnerships: 
Mississippi’s Perspective 

 Housing Solutions (general) 
 Layering of supportive services 

 Partnership focused 

 Intensive case management/housing 
counseling 

 Advocacy focused 

 

 

 



Forging Housing Partnerships: 
Mississippi’s Perspective 

 Housing Challenges 
 Subsidy layering limitations 

 Affordable housing 

 Local housing offices labor force cuts 

 Housing counseling/outreach funding 

 Waiting lists for wrap around services 

 

 

 

  

 



   Forging Housing Partnerships 
   Economic Development Agency

  (Similar to MDED - Missouri’s Department of Economic Dev) 

 IDS current permanent housing 
initiative for people with disabilities 
 Mississippi Development Authority (MDA) 

Homebuyer Assistance Program (HOME Funds) 

 HousingSmart: Next Generation 

 Fair Housing Grant  

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
    
 
 

         
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IDS Rehab/Resale Housing 

Initiative  

 MDA Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) 

 HUD stabilizing communities grant 

 Purchase and redevelopment of foreclosed 
properties for the purpose of re-selling to 
eligible income borrowers 47 properties 
purchased in capitol city limits -29 properties 
ready for occupancy   

 Subsidy of 50% of appraised value   

 

 



Forging Housing Partnerships 
Governmental Entities 

 HUD Section 8 Homeownership 
 Voucher Program 

 The HUD 2013 budget (titled Housing and Communities 
Built to Last) proposes to streamline and enhance the 
Family Self-Sufficiency program. HUD's plan would 
allow PHAs to connect residents in public housing – as 
well as those who receive housing choice vouchers – to 
resources and services to find and retain jobs that lead 
to economic independence and self-sufficiency. 

 The USDA Direct Loan Subsidy Program 

 

 

 
 

 



Forging Housing Partnerships 

       State Finance Agency  

(Similar to MHDC–Missouri Housing Development Commission) 

 IDS current housing initiative 
 Mississippi Home Corporation (MHC) HomeSaver 

(contract for foreclosure prevention - persons 
with/without disabilities 

 MHC HUD Comprehensive Housing Counseling 
(pending) 

 

  



Forging Housing Partnerships 

             State Agencies            

 Department of Mental Health 

 Pending partnership housing collaboration 

 Developmental Disability Council 
 Grant for housing video to promote housing 

possibilities for developmental disability 
consumers (in process) 

 Housing grant focused on education and training 
to people with developmental disabilities 
(statement of intent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Forging Housing Partnerships 

Municipality/Private Initiatives  

 Municipality source 

 City of Jackson (State Capitol) Partnership 
Initiative (HOME Funds) 

 Private source 
 Federal Home Loan Bank of Dallas (FHLB) 

Affordable Housing Program (Member Banks: 
BancorpSouth and BankPlus)  

 

 

 

 



Forging Housing Partnerships:  
Other Funding Sources for  

   Affordable Housing Supports 

   

 Habitat affiliate’s loans (0% interest) 

 CDBG opportunities 

 Entitlement cities  

 Public Services grant 

 Foundation grants 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A STRATEGIC ALLIANCE 



INSTITUTE FOR DISABILITY 

STUDIES 

MISSISSIPPI HOME OF YOUR OWN 



Home Of Your Own  

Homeownership Data 

Statewide Initiative 

 The Institute for Disability Studies 

HOYO program has assisted over 500 

households with a disability 

occupant to obtain homeownership in 

63 of Mississippi’s 82 counties 

 

 



    HOYO Statewide Impact 



HOYO 
Statewide 
Impact 



HOYO HOME OWNERS 

 
 

LESS THAN 2% FORECLOSURE RATE 

STATEWIDE 

MAKING DREAMS BECOME REALITY 



HOME OF YOUR OWN GOAL: 

OPEN DOORS OF HOME 

OWNERSHIP 



    HOYO Homeowner Income Levels  
       (Mississippi’s Average Median Income is $38,700) 

51 - 80% 

AMI  35%50% AMI 

and less, 

65%



Mississippi Home of Your 
Own Impairments 

47%

18%

13%

15%

6%

1%

Percentage of Households with Particular Disability 
(Total = 506 Households)

Chronic

Mental

Mobility

Cognitive

Visual

Hearing



 

Building Assets with Homeownership  

Contact Information: 
Cassie Hicks – Coordinator for 
Housing Initiatives 
 
University of Southern MS 
Institute for Disability Studies  
118 College Drive #5163 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001  
Toll Free: 1.888-671-0051 
 
 
cassie.hicks@usm.edu 
www.usm.edu/disability-studies 

 

mailto:Cassie.hicks@usm.edu

